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lyro attempt l^as been made in preparing this publication to 
gather minute details of the early life of Mayor Blake. The 
design is to present in a permanent form, a Memorial of one 
commencing life with none bat the most ordlnaiy advantages, 
and through his own energy and faithftilness, winning the applause 
and admiration of his fellowmen. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 



JAMES BARNARD BLAKE was the son of Mr. James 
Blake, and was bom in Boston on the 19th day of June, 
1827. His boyhood was spent in that city, where he attended 
the public schools, and later the Chauncy Hall private school. 
At school he exhibited a fondness for the exact sciences, and 
pursued their study with an eagerness which might have 
foreshadowed the energy and success of his manhood. 

When eighteen years old he began the study of engineering 
with Messrs. Blake & Darracott, of Boston, the contractors 
for the first gas works in Worcester, in whose office he 
remained six years. He came to Worcester in their sei'- 
vice, and in January 1852, was appointed Agent of the 
Worcester Gas Light Company, and Superintendent of their 
works, which position he held till the time of his death. 
The improvements from time to time introduced, and the 
present effective condition of the works — having been planned 
and brought about under his personal supervision — are evi- 
dences of his mature judgment and remarkable executive 
ability. 

As an indication of the esteem in which he was held 
by his fellow citizens, Mr. Blake received from time to time 
honorable positions of responsibility, having held for a 
period of years at the time of his death the position of 
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Trustee of the Worcester Five Cents Savings Bank, and 
Director of the City National Bank. 

Mr. Blake was first elected Mayor of Worcester in 
December, 1865, and entered upon the discharge of the 
duties of that office in January, 1866. His services as 
chief magistrate of the city were so valuable and accepta- 
ble to the people, that he was re-elected, by large ma- 
jorities, for five succeeding years. 

It was in that office that he won the high honors which 
crowned the close of his life. He commenced his official 
career in the faith that there was a glorious future in store for 
Worcester. With great sagacity of judgment in his out- 
look, and remarkable tact in overcoming opposition from 
those in favor of a more conservative style of adminis- 
tering the affairs of the city, he bent the whole energy of 
his nature to the work of establishing such improvements 
as he foresaw would be indispensible, not only to promote 
the growth of the city, but to secure the health and com- 
fort of the inhabitants when it should have largely in- 
creased in population. 

While it is not just to other faithful public servants to 
attribute to Mayor Blake the entire credit of planning and 
carrying out the improvements which distinguished his 
administration, yet it is true that he brought to every im- 
portant work undertaken in either of the departments of 
the city government, not only wise counsel, but a zeal and 
devotion in execution well-nigh indispensible to success. 
Measures for supplying the city with water, important im- 
provements in some of the streets, the admirable system 
of sewerage, and the public schools-^the pride of the city 
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— all bear testimony to his earnest, unwearied devotion 
to the public good. 

He took an active part in the establishment of the 
Worcester Horse Raiboad. He was also deeply interested 
in the success of the Worcester Oounty Free Institute of 
Industrial Science, being, ex-officio^ one of its trustees. 

The spirit in which he undertook every duty cannot be 
better stated than in the following extract from his ad- 
dress at the inauguration of the city government, January 
2nd, 1870: 

"We have each taken the solemn oaths of our respec- 
tive positions; it is for us to assume the responsibility 
and to direct the management of these large and varied 

public interests to the best of our ability. Let us there- 
fore trustingly enter upon these high duties with purity 
of motive, and singleness of purpose, with a determina- 
tion to be faithful to every demand; frankly and openly 
meeting every question, and honestly deciding upon the 
merits of each case in the broad sunlight of earnest en- 
deavor to do right, irrespective of all party lines or per- 
sonal preference ; with the sole aim of proving ourselves 
worthy the high trusts committed to our care as faith- 
ful servants of this people ; that as the eastern horizon 
of the present is made glorious with its beaming rays of 
opportunity, so may the sunset hour of the future, by 
the refractive influences of faithful duty, greet us with 
its gorgeous panoply of prismatic light; and that upon 
the records of the passing time, nothing shall have been 
transcribed which shall cause feelings of personal regret, 
or reflect upon our motives of action or honesty of pur- 



8 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

pose in the fulfilment of the demands of our official posi- 
tions." 

His aflfability and courtesy to all, his genuine sympathy 
for the poor and distressed of every station, and his 
exemplary life as a christian man are so well spoken of 
in another place as to need only a passing notice here. 

Although his life terminated at the prime of manhood, 
when the powers of most men are just beginning to act 
effectively, seldom is there observed a more rounded life- 
work. Had he lived longer he might have done more but 
his faculties could hardly have been more consecrated. 

The accident resulting in his fatal injury, occurred at the 
gas works, on the evening of Friday, December 16th, 1870. 
Mayor Blake had been absent from the city for a short 
time, and on his return, went to the Gas Works to in- 
spect some repairs which had been going on during his 
absence. A stopcock connecting with one of the purifiers 
had by accident been left open, and on the Mayor's ap- 
proaching the purifying house with the foreman, who 
carried a lantern, the gas which had escaped and filled 
the building exploded, demolishing the building, and se- 
verely burning and bruising the Mayor and his attendant. 

The immediate injury to the Mayor was not so severe 
as to prevent his remaining on the ground for some 
time, directing measures to prevent further damage to the 
works. On Saturday, however, more serious symptoms 
were exhibited, and he died on Sunday morning at about 
seven o'clock. 

A most profound feeling of grief pervaded the entire 
community on the announcement of his death; and at 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 



a special meeting of the city government Sunday morning, 
the bells of the city were ordered to be tolled from 12 
till 1 o'clock. 
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At a meetiDg of the citj'^ government on Monday morn- 
ing, Dec. 19th, a committee was appointed to make necessary 
arrangements for the funeral, and also to provide a suit- 
able lot in the cemetery for the burial of the remains. 

The following resolutions, offered by Alderman Kendall, 
were adopted by a rising vote: 

"Whereas, it has pleased Divine Providence to remove 
the Hon. James B. Blake, Mayor of the city, by a sud- 
den and mysterious dispensation; and 

Whereas, it is proper that expression be given to the 
universal sentiment of respect for his memory and grief 
over his loss ; therefore 

Besolved, That in the death of our late Mayor, in the 
midst of his usefulness and the maturity of his powers, 
at a time when his services seemed almost indispensable 
to the welfare of the city, we recognize a public calamity 
and bereavement. 

Resolved^ That we hereby place upon record our testi- 
mony to his signal ability and unwearying faithfulness; 
to his constant dignity and courtesy; to his ready appre- 
ciation of the necessities of a growing municipalitv and 
his promptness in meeting them ; to his independence in 
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Judgment and firmness in action; to his kindness of heart 
and singleness of purpose to do his whole duty in all the 
walks of life, and especially as the chosen and trusted 
executive head of an intelligent and Christian community. 

Resolved^ That we tender our heartfelt sympathy to his 
afliicted family, and request of them the sad privilege of 
conducting his obsequies, and of taking charge of his hon- 
ored remains, that we may provide for them some suita- 
ble place of interment, and place over them some fitting 
momument to attest the gratitude and aflfection with which 
he will be remembered by all classes of our citizens." 

Resolutions bearing testimony to the high esteem in which 
Mr. Blake was held were also passed by the various Boards 
of the city government of which he was chairman, and by 
the several corporations of which he was a member. 

The following notices of the event by the Press are 
selected from among many. 

FROM THE WORCESTER EVENING GAZETTE. 

*'In the death of James Barnard Blake, under circumstances 
of the most distressing nature, a positive calamity has fallen on 
the city. Cut off thus early in his career, when the best years 
of his life were still before him, it is not only true that his 
labors for the welfare of this community are now brought ab- 
ruptly to a close, but there is also lost a possibility of great 
results from his exertions in years to come for the development 
of Worcester. For it was one of Mayor Blake's strong princi- 
pies that he believed very earnestly in the future of the city, 
and all his public acts were honestly directed to its advance- 
ment. He not only looked with a keen eye to the present needs 
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of the rapidly increasing population, bat cast forward to the 
wants which must inevitably come, and for which provision had 
best be made at once. The harshest criticism which could be 
fairly pronounced against his administration, was that his 
active spirit sometimes anticipated by a little the actual require- 
ments of the city. His untiring zeal for its welfare, and in 
general, his excellent judgment as to its needs, can not be de- 
nied. He had not only the wide views which enabled him to 
comprehend the progressive policy, which was demanded from 
the head of the municipal government of such a citj'^, but he had 
also the courage to form his plans without regard to possible 
opposition and loss of popularity, and the persistent energy to 
carry them as far to a successful conclusion as the limits of 
his life permitted. 

Mayor Blake was a man of remarkable executive ability. 
His industry knew no limits ; he never spared himself as long 
as there was work left to be done. He had a thorough knowl- 
edge of all the departments of the goverment, and exercised a 
supervision which was complete, but not obtrusive. His knowl- 
edge of men was great ; and what is not usual in the same per- 
son, he had also a remarkable faculty of gaining their sympathy 
and confidence. There can be no doubt that he wielded an 
influence over municipal affairs, far greater than would come 
from the natural functions of his office ; and this is true to an 
extent that would leave his position almost without a counter- 
part in the history of the New England cities. That he should 
abuse this power would be impossible, first of all, from the 
honest, hearty love he bore to Worcester. 

Personally, Mayor Blake was the kindest and most genial of 
pjen. He had a pleasant word ready for the poor laborer, as 
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well as the rich merchant ; and the ill dressed soldier's widow 
visiting his office, to talk it may be, of some little grievance, 
was treated with as much courtesy and consideration as if she 
was the proudest lady in the land. Such a feeling of good will 
to all men can not be counterfeited ; it must spring from a kind 
heart. He had undoubtedly won the love and esteem of all 
classes of people, and the announcement of his death, com- 
ing as it did without warning, stinick sorrow into every heart. 
It was felt by all, that not only a wise magistrate, but a good 
man, had passed from their midst.'* 

FROM THE BOSTON JOURNAL. 

« « « « Xhis sad intelligence will cause a feeling of 
deep regret beyond the city which so recently had con- 
lirmed their oft repeated compliment of selecting him as 
its Chief Magistrate. He was not only a popular man in 
the conmion acceptance of the term, but in Worcester his 
popularity was of a personal nature, the citizens manifest- 
ing towards him a friendship which exceeded the limits of 
official regard. He was the friend of every good project, 
the promoter of every worthy enterprise; and while he pos- 
sessed decided opinions, he urged his points of difference 
so kindly and so justly that he made no enemies. In his 
public capacity he was prompt and energetic; in his social 
relations he was amiable and trustworthy, and truly loyal 
to all his professions. 

Mayor Blake was a native of Boston, and was educated 
at our public schools. He felt a pride in the city of his 
birth. As the manager of the Worcester Gas Works he 
was regarded as one of the best gas engineers in New 
England," 
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Rev. R. R. Shippen, Pastor of the Church of the Unity, 
where Mayor Blake had been a constant attendant for nine 
years, made the following allusion to his character in his 
sermon on Sunday, Dec. 25th. 

" It is entirely in harmony with my subject and with the spirit 
of the hour to recall to memory that noble life that one week 
ago to-day so suddenly closed to our mortal sight. The brief 
biography has been gracefully told and the fitting eulogy has 
portrayed his manly abilities and noble fidelity, and the rare 
charm of beauty and grace that adorned them. Not for his 
sake, who has passed beyond the reach of our poor praise, but 
for our own instruction let us lay to heart the lesson of his 
life. 

Why has this community been so deeply moved, filling the 
whole week with the one thought, and thronging our streets at 
midwinter, as if on a summer festival, to pay to his memory their 
most touching and profound tribute of admiration and affection ? 
Not to the office, nor even to the laborious toil that crowded it 
with useful service, has this homage been paid. It was the 
spirit of the man that won all hearts. Let the grateful memor- 
ies of many years that so richly visit us to-day teach that the 
christian quality of his life was the inner secret of it all. His 
religious faith is the simple explanation, as it has ever been the 
central principal of his character and career. 

At the outset of 3^oung manhood he consecrated his life. Not 
as an empty outward form, but seeking real spirtual strength 
at the table of Conununion and these Sunday services, through 
sunmier heat and wintry storm, he has been constant in his 
place. With his peculiarly practical thought, he cared little 
for the speculative belief^ that seperate sects ; he valued only 

3 
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the creed that can be expressed in character, and wrought out in 
daily deeds. His most cordial response was always given, not 
to intellectual speculations about the next world, but to the ap- 
peals for present duty. His favorite religious thought was of 
the living and present God, a loving Father and helping Friend 
in all toil and trial. This made every passing moment and 
humblest duty a divine opportunity. Do the duty that lies 
nearest, and leave the issue with God was his method. The 
kingdom of heaven to be realized here and now, was his ideal. 
Fidelity today the true secret of destiny, and best assurance of 
future security in time and eternity, was his faith. This, more 
than intellectual foresight, made him calm and confident in his 
work. Asking no questions about party favor, seeking no ends 
of personal greed or ambition, resolute in doing what seemed 
right according to his own best judgment, yet ever ready to 
yield to any who could do better, he became independent of 
criticism, and illustrated the truth, that when the eye is single, 
the whole body shall be full of light. 

His never failing suavity and urbanity, his gracious manner 
at all times to all men, under the heaviest stress of burdensome 
toil, never too hurried to be polite, was something more, I think, 
than the genial gift of nature, however improved by social cul- 
ture. He discerned in every man a child of the Infinite. His 
faith in God as Father became practical in the recognition of 
man as brother. 

During the five swift years of his public service, how 
rapidly has he risen in the people's esteem, how grandly 
has he developed in spiritual stature. The showy blossom- 
ing of youth has ripened into the rich fruit of manly ex- 
cellence. From the successful marshal of a splendid holi- 
day procession, he steadily settled down into the harness 
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of heroic work. What an example and an inspiration he 
has left us. In these days when public office so often 
becomes the synonym for plunder, here is a five years re- 
cord, with lavish expenditure for the public benefit, in 
which there is not a fiaw of self-seeking that the most 
hostile criticism can touch. He honored his office more 
than it honored him; making it the opportunity for a ser- 
vice so grand that at last forty thousand people beg it 
as a favor that he would consent to hold the highest 
place in their gift. Yet the grandest service he has ren- 
dered us was not in the tedious hours of patient labor 
with which he reduced the mass of many years ordinances 
into the simple code accessible and clear to all; not in 
the engineering of public works, opening highways, build- 
ing a half-score of spacious school-houses, constructing 
sewers for our health, or filling our homes with light. 
Better than all this is the inspiration of his character in 
the public sentiment of this city, the high standard he 
has set for all servants of the people, the aspirations he 
has kindled in the young generation who soon shall take 
our place. 
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OBSEQUIES OP JAMES BARNARD BLAKE. 



The public obsequies of Mayor Blake were held in 
Mechanics Hall, on Thursday, December 22d, under the 
direction of a committee of the City Government. 

At the close of the private services at the residence of 
the deceased, the remains were conveyed to the Hall, the 
following citizens acting as pall-bearers: — John C. Mason, 
Esq., Hon. J. S. C. Knowlton, Hon. George W. Richard- 
son, Hon. Isaac Davis, Hon. W. W. Rice, Hon. P. Emory 
Aldrich, Hon. D. Waldo Lincoln, and Hon. Phinheas Ball. 
The hall was densely filled by the various organizations 
of the city, and citizens generally, the stage being occu- 
pied by the City Government and clergymen of the city. 
The organ played "the Dead March in Saul," as the 
casket was brought into the hall, the audience standing 
until it was placed on the catafalque provided for it. 

After the singing of the anthem, "Their sun shall no 
more go down," and invocation of the Divine blessing. 
Rev. Edward Everett Hale, of Boston, made the following 
remarks : 

" My friends, I have this right to say one word here, 
that I knew this young man, when he first came here, 
unheralded and unknown, to begin the work of his life, which 
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we to-day remember so gladly and so sadly. I Gan, therefore, 
fipeak tL» one who knows, of the origin and principle of thai love 
for him and faith in him which are represented, only slightly 
now b}' the gathering of this immense assembly. 

^* For I know, how soon when he came among as, — ^then bat 
a few 3'ears beyond the age when he was first called a man, he 
liegan to live for others and not for himself. In the simple 
management of daily life his idea and wish was to serre God 
by serving man. I was glad when I read the address of Judge 
Cliapin in o[>ening his office, to see that he spoke of ^the conse- 
crated life' which this young man had led. It was a life ccmse- 
crated from the ver}' beginning. Not in any ecclesiastical or 
priestly way, but in simple determination that he would do the 
present duty, whether it was great or small, because God ap- 
[iointed it : with the help of God. It was that consecration that 
has made him what he was, and has given him the place he holds 
in your hearts to day. 

'^ This was the simple method of his thought in life. Khe 
fsaw anything deficient or neglected, and satisfied himself of this, 
he said, ^Ilere is something which ought to be done. Then, if it 
ought to be done, it must be done. If it must be done — God 
helping us we can do it. God is here — He will help us — ^there- 
fore we will do it.' And in that spirit he began, quite indiffer- 
ent whether he worked as private or as commander, I think 
wholly without the tawdry stain of personal ambition. 

^^ Because he lived for others — because he consecrated his 
life to God in doing the least duty or the greatest which he 
found to do — was what made his work so thorough as it was, 
and its results so clear as we see to-day. Because be believed 
that God was with him to help him, and that God assigned Jm 
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daily duty. Here was a man who really believed God's king- 
dom might come and His will be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven." 

After the reading of appropriate passages of Scriptm-e 
by Mr. Hale, Hon. A. H. Bullock delivered the follow- 
ing eulogy: 

Citizens and Friends: 

Through a period of five years now closing, at all the general 
assemblings of the people of the city, the presence of our youth- 
ful and admirable chief magistrate has been so invariable, has 
become so much a part of every public ceremonial here, that 
under a still lingering spell I almost look for him in his accus- 
tomed chair. I recall how often his good taste, his exquibite 
sense of propriety, his capacity for organizing and methodizing 
popular proceedings, have made us all feel in this hall, that 
with him directing, everything would surely pass off in a right 
manner. The time has not come when upon these public occa- 
sions I can believe that he is absent. But a moment's thought 
awakes me from the illusion. It is because he is not here, and 
we shall henceforth see him no more, that this thronging, accu- 
mulating crowd of his fellow-citizens has assembled so sponta- 
neously, so without exception of sex or class or party, to unite 
in paying their tribute of affection and respect to his memory, 
in one voice, which I am sure is the voice of all. Nor is it 
needed that there be much speaking in the midst of this more 
impressive, because silent assurance, that whatever could be 
spoken that is just, whatever that is sad, whatever that is biefit- 
ting the mood of our minds, is already anticipated, is already 
uttered in the hearts of this whole population which to-day 

honors him. 

3 
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A,bipgr9^ic^l sk^etch; of oui; departed mayor and friend 
M^^uld^ be of t the easiest and simplest sort, but it would prcsept 
altogether a record worthy of our study and imitation. Early 
educated in the public schools of Boston — nursery of good attain- 
ments and good characters — selecting afterwards among the 
usefhl professions one in the practice of which he might con- 
tribute visibly something of utility and beauty to the civilization 
of his day — applying still later the fruits of both these stages 
of his education to an important department of manufacture, 
requirii)g a knowledge of what we call science to coijsort with 
the b^st of judgement, directing and adjusting the delicate and 
complicated operations of that business with a skill and success 
which attracted attention in other cities far and near, and at 
length constructing those works, every line of which his mind 
co/iceived and his hand dr^w, which are a model of their kind — 
after a, dozen years residence so well known and approved for 
his administrative talents and integrity, despite his modesty 
which could not obscure but did. rather ornament his abilities, 
that by the general will he was placed in the magistracy of this 
rising and populous city — in that high office applying himself 
with an adaptation worthy of a veteran, developing conceptions 
fcnr the, material growth and the sanitary and educational im- 
provement of the people that reach far beyond his own day and 
generation, and exequting them, with an industry which only 
too often made day and night indistinguishable in his labors — 
all this so wisely, vigorously and well that when cut down on 
the threshold of his sixth, year of service, by the sentiment of a 
unanimous population he is declared their benefactor — through 
all.these years and services, everj^where welcomed au accei^sion 
to any social circle, and wherever he moved diffusing the. influ- 
ence of his pure and cheerful habits — in his church and in bis. 




family not less panctilliotts, liot less conscientioiis, not 1^8 
beyond suspicion than in official station — a rare nian a!nd pat- 
tern magistrate, taken from us in the prime of his days aiid tbe 
maturity of his capacity for good, he has left us a lessdn'of life 
fit to be treasured in the heart of this entire coinmunity, and to 
be commended through your shops and schools and chiirclifes 

alike to the young and old. 

One of the first and striking characteristics of Mr. Blstke 

which I have observed, was th:it everything which he ilndertodk 
he did well and thoro'ugbly, with fidelity of execution, witli 
taste and nicety of finisb. IVith this ifia^ner he began hefe 
modestly, and with the same manlier he einded conspicuously. 
He was as expert and faithful in the details, as lie wAs far ahead 
in the forecast and broad in the outlook. I have 86en desigiis 
of his drawings which for their tastefuln^Ss dnd 6'6iiipleteness 
challenged instant admiration and w6uld be notitJedble in i^y 
school of engineers ; but the best of it was that they answer^ 
for themselves every question of minutifle, for nothing had bfeen 
omitted. This was a part of his disciplined self-education Whfch 
he constantly kept up. All the beautifhl mechanism of our 
outward civilization rests on this kind of talent. He Vould 
have laid out a new city well, as when he died he was partially 
rebuilding an old one. Conscientious detail, without whi<ih 
greater ability than he possessed has sometiiiies proved profitlife'ss, 
made him eminently Ui^rful. AH Who have been connected 
with the administration of this local government know hoV 
largely this city is indebted for the e'Xercise of this kind of tal- 
ent by our distinguished first Mayor [Gov. Lincoln], who -in 
this way was one of the most perfect of men. Our last Mayor 
had, so to speak, a genius and a conscience in the same direction. 
What Qttier perspn could easily be found wljo wpftW be present 
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at every meeting of the city government, the School Board, the 
numerous other boards and committees, without a break in five 
years ? It was this which marked him as an uncommon sort of 
public man. At the time of his death there were in his mind 
plans for the completion of works he had under way which will 
be greatly missed ; but we can all the better appreciate those 
which he lived to execute. His face was familiar in every 
school room in the city, where no want was without his atten- 
tion, no public examination without the encouragement and 
benediction uf his presence. This became a part of his ideal of 
duty in every sphere, at the City Hall, at the Gas Works, at 
the Church, at his own house, to which during five engrossing 
years he consecrated his waking and sleeping hours, and at last 

sacrificed his life. 

This pouring forth of the people to-day is no ordinary occur- 
ence in your local annals, and there is a significancy in it which 
is worthy of further remark. All this is not merely because 
our friend died in office. This memorial day of such sincere 
impressive observance is for a man who was not Worcester bom, 
who has lived among us only eighteen years, who had no pres- 
tige arising from any connection with old and ante-Revolution- 
ary families, who has left behind not a relative among us save 
his wife and offspring. Why this universal heart-offering from 
forty thousand souls? Nothing adventitious, nothing solely 
official can account for this. It is not because he was mayor. 
It is because he was such a mayor and such a man. It is 
because he projected deeper and broader measures than we had 
hitherto accustomed ourselves to conceive, and had almost fin- 
ished organic and costly works, which all generations, including 
the present, shall approve, for the comfort, for the safety, for 
the health, for the education, for the pride, of the coming and 
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departing throngs of human beings that are to people this city 
in all the years hereafter of its never ceasing growth. He had 
the sagacity to perceive, and the public spirit to undertake to 
perform, far in advance of those who hug old landmarks and 
shut their eyes on progress. He had a heart for the children that 
swarm the streets, and an ambition to lift them to the heights of 
intelligence and immortal hope, no matter how many dollars it 
might cost ; he longed to see the public thoroughfares cleared 
of obstructions and perils ; the whole place beautified and em- 
bellished ; of pure air and water a plenty for the population to 
come ; all the assurances that should make this heart of the Com- 
monwealth a joy at home and an attraction abroad. Remarkbly 
did he carry on and all but finish his work, I dai-e say many of 
us at first thought he was rather idealizing upon our ancient 
ways. Quietly, boldly, but always with conciliation, year after 
year he went forth into this labor ; and now so far as he is con- 
cerned it is done. And for one I desire to express my cordial 
and approving sympathy with him in his opinions and in his 
works, even though the expression of it now fall on the dull cold 
ear death. When I think how far he conciliated the approval of 
this whole community for his large and expensive projects, and 
when I think that something of them yet remains to be com- 
pleted, which by his courtesy and firmness he would most surely 
have accomplished if he had lived, I am ready to exclaim — 

'' Oh for the sound of a voice that is stilPd 
And the touch of a vanished hand.'' 

Yes ! in one year more he would have rounded out his official 
terms by the finishing of his undertakings. For that purpose 
only he accepted his last election. On Monday, slightly more 
than three weeks ago, he called upon me, as he modestly said, 
for a little advice. On that evening the government was to 
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issue its order for the municipal election, and he stated his pur- 
pose to accompany the order by the publication in the same 
newspapers of his declination of another election. He read to 
me the veiy brief address he had prepared to the people of Wor- 
cester, asking me, among other things, whether he ought to ad- 
dress his words to all the citizens, or only to those of the party 
which had heretofore nominated him. " By all means," I said 
to him, " to the whole people^ for all alike are your friends." 
I soon learned that he wished to consult only as to the form, 
not as to the fact of his declination. At my request he then 
stated to me the exact condition and stages of the public 
works going on, showing a singular familiarity with everj- 
present and fbture particular. As the result of our conference, 
with the assurance that another year would end in the complete 
accomplishment of his policies, he closed my door with the 
promise that he would stnnd for the chances and labors of 
one year more, which he said in leaving, was the last burden 
nature had made him capable to bear. I mention this now in 
all frankness after his death, that I may justify myself in the 
presence of his dust, about to be committed to the tomb, by 
calling you all to witness that what I advised him was the 
truth — that willing or unwilling, for such is our custom, he 
would have been compelled to take his ofjlce for another year. 

I mention it also for another purpose. I ask the people 
of Worcester to accept cordially after death his only legacy. 
He was poor for himself, but he was vastly rich for all of us 
whom he served. I appeal to the people of the city which he 
loved, and which loved him as well, to carry on the work, now 
that the builder is removed, to execute what remains of his meas- 
ures and policies which you backed him in undertaking, and for 
which at our last poll you vouched your instruction, pledge and 



support. As you remember Mm, you will look out and ai^piixid and, 
ahead for the Worcester of the futui'e, that waa.inhis farrrea(}hr- 
ing thoughts. In his nature there was no confinement of narrow^ 
ness or meanness ; let it appear that there is none in yours.. la 
all public administration, whether of states or of cities, the high- 
est economy lies in the largest liberality. This side of the.Tem- . 
pie of Solomon, never a church has been erepted that was jextrayar;. 
gant ; never a temple of education that cost too highly ; never.^ 
a thoroughfare cleared and perfected, in the. estimate of which 
human life was too highly rated ; never an ancient or. mode^ii. 
Sparta expanded and beautified at too many cents on a hun-. 
dred, for the life, the safety, the health and the education of its. 
men and women and children. Honor your Mayor, whom we^ 
now bear hence to the grave, by lifbiug your noble and beautiful 
city to the standard of his policy. Your completion of his , 
labors — that shall be his monument. 

The Mayor possessed in an uncommon degree certain pleas- 
ing personal qualities, inborn, but improved by culture. He 
had some of those good points that belong only to nature's, 
noblemen. There was in him a fine texture of sensibility, 
sentiment, and aesthetic taste. It was quite an unusual specta- 
cle, of a man in the mayor's office, introducing many little 
novelties, notions, and customs in relief of the ordinary routine 
of administration. From this platform he would impart senti- 
ment to the gravity of the High School graduating exercises, 
by presenting bouquets to the fair graduates. Some hard faced 
men no doubt smiled at his little gifts and little devices, which 
he minded not, but carried away all the hearts with him. For 
pageants and holidays, for all occasions of public celebration, 
relief and recreation, his mind ran to poetical and sentimental 
plans for gratifying the people. Nor do such things gratify. 
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only ; they instruct, elevate and sweeten the people. Dignity 
is a great thing in the right way ; but dignity, which retains the 
simplicity and poetry of childhood, is of the highest style. 
When I contemplate what a hum-drum life a busy community 
must for the most pai-t lead, how many long working days in 
the year, how little letting up for the trifling and the amusing, 
what anxious faces of care are laid upon the pillow every 
night, in a city large as ours, I deem it one of Heaven's best 
gifts to send us a magistrate who has the heart, and the aes- 
thetic soul, and the courage to infuse some sentimentalism and 
idealizatioti through the mass of struggling humanity. And if 
r wanted to carry honors to my grave, and to leave pleasant 
memories after me, I would rather be this young man, who now 
lies for the last time in the midst of us, who could sit up all 
night to contrive some method to please five thousand children 
the next day, who insisted that ivy and roses should grow amid 
the fumes of noisome gas, who if he had possessed the means 
would have arrayed the whole city as a bride, who often was 
thought extravagant for doing things in the finest style — I 
would rather be he, than the author of ten ponderous vol- 
umes on ethics or the giant in business, who knows how to 
make a fortune, and not how to apply or enjoy it. For improv- 
ing the morals, for elevating the tastes, for assuaging the 
sorrows of a community, commend me to those who impersonate 
such weaknesses as I have alluded to, rather than those who 
are vested with austere and un3delding greatness. The gentle 
words and deeds of Blake will long be remembered here. 

Of course I hardly need to add that he was one of 
the kindest and most benevolent of men. In conducting 
the operations of a large corporation, where 1 had 
frequent occasion to observe his ways, he was a 



JAKES BABNARD BLAKE. S3 

complete master ; but it was a despotism of respect and kind- 
ness. I venture to say, in the presence of his associates in the 
government of the city, that he was a complete master there ; 
it was indeed the mastery which accompanies a thorough 
comprehension of public measures and a single eyed devotion 
to the public welfare, but greatly strengthened by the incessant 
kindness and urbanity which not only pleases men but com- 
mands their confidence and makes them followers. I never saw 
in a magistrate a happier union of firmness as to the 
substance of things, with gentleness and moderation of 
manner. It carried contested measures by conciliation, and 
made even obstinacy winning. This gave the last finishing 
stroke of strength to the broad and expansive policy which he 
initiated for the improvement of this city, and to him the singu- 
lar felicity of witnessing in his lifetime that general approval 
of his prolonged administration which includes equally those 
who have the largest taxes and those who have scarcely any at 
all to pay. He was the politest man in town to the largest 
number of people. I do not mean that kind of politeness which 
a writer defines who said — "as charity covers a multitude of 
sins before God, so does politeness before men," — but rather 
that kind of politeness which is a quality of the heai*t, mounting 
to the face and moving the hand ; which he practised as demon- 
stratively in the prison and the alms house as in our drawing- 
rooms, to all of which he was always equally welcome. It was 
the genial light of benevolence in which he trod the serious 
walks of duty and made the lot of the unfortunate and destitute 
more endurable by his kind tone, by his gracious manner, and 
by all of alms which he had to bestow. Hence his popularity, 
springing from his personal manner and merit, was not bounded 
by party or denominational lines, He was emphatically the 

5 
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people's favorite and the people's ina3'^or. Although there is in 
some of the wards a large preponderance of the political oppo- 
sition, 3^et in the recent election I believe he ran ahead in every 
ward. Scarcely a thought of politics was attached to a magis- 
trate so just, generous and good. 

And as all parties and all classes supported him in office, so 
all have come out to-day to unite at his funeral. His protracted 
and arduous services, the recollection of his presence among us, 
his elastic step, his jocund voice, only one week ago, a thousand 
personal friendships and endearments, the contemplation of his 
virtues, the unexpected and sorrowful shock of his death, all 
intensify this hour of public grief, and cast over the hall, over 
the whole city, no ordinary shadow of mourning. To him it is 
repose. In a peculiarly significant sense, which you all under- 
stand, he rests from his labors. No man here ever had more 
labors, no man here ever was so tenderly appreciated for them. 
Nor shall the procession filling your broad and lengthened ave- 
nue betoken only an official bereavement. Let it catch the les- 
son, the inspiration of his pure life, and return it to every 
youth, to every citizen, to every household. Then, though 
his mortal dust shall speedily mingle with the earth to which 
we are about to consign it, the memory of the man shall outlive 
the memory of the magistrate, and the instruction of his exam- 
ple, which is immortal, shall survive among us with perpetual 
fragrance. 

An earnest and impressive prayer was then offered by Rev. 
R. R. Shippen, after which the exercise closed by the singing of 
the following hymn: 

Go to the Grave in all thy glorious primo— > 

In full activity of zeal and power, 
A Christian cannot die before his time ; 

The Lord's appointment Is the servant's hour. 
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• 

Go to the grave ; at noon ft'om labor cease ; 

Rest on thy sheaves ; thy harvest task is done ; 
Come from the heat of battle, and in peace 

Soldier^ go home, -with thee the fight is won. 

Go to the grave ; for there thy Saviour lay 

In death's embraces ; ere he rose on high ; 
And all the ransomed, by that narrow way, 

Pass to eternal life beyond the sky. 

Go to thy grave ;— no ; take thy seat above ; 
Be thy pure spirit present with the Lord, 
Where thou for faith and hope hast perfect love, 
And open vision for the written word. 

The benediction was then pronounced by Rev. E. E. Hale. 

The funeral procession formed immediately on the close 
of the services in the hall. Every organization in the city, 
civic and military, was represented in its ranks, the Wor- 
cester County Encampment of Knight Templars acting as 
escort. 

The evidences of sincere grief on the part of the multi- 
tude that thronged the streets on the line of march cannot 
be described. More expressive than the solemn dirge, the 
tolling bells and all the pomp of the occasion, was the tear- 
ful gaze of many a hard-laboring man, as passed from his 
sight forever the remains of the man who represented to 
him the soul of honor. 



Note. Pursuant to a vote of the city government, a lot has been provided in 
Rural Cemetery, where the remains of Mayor Blake will finally be deposited, and a 
suitable monument erected, under the direction of the committee appointed for tbat 
purpose. 



